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AN ACT TO SAFEGUARD THE DIGNITY OF CERTAIN 
WORDS AND TO PREVENT THEIR IMPROPER USE FOR 
PROFESSIONAL, COMMERCIAL AND OTHER PURPOSES 
AND FOR MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO AND CON­
NECTED THEREWITH.
Date o f  Assent: 18.10.1972
Date o f  Commencement: 3.11.72
E N A C T E D  by the P arliam en t of Botswana.

1. This A ct m ay be cited as the P rotected Nam es A ct, 1972.
2. In  this Act —

"pro tected  nam e” m eans any o f the nam es or words specified in the 
Schedule, and  includes any abbreviation  of any  such nam e 
or word.
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3. (1) N otw ithstanding  anything contained in  any w ritten 
law, no person shall, except w ith the w ritten  permission o f the 
President —

(a) use or perm it to be used in connection w ith or in  furtherance 
o f any trade, business, calling or profession any protected 
nam e;

(b) use o r display, or perm it to be used o r displayed, any 
protected  nam e as an  advertisem ent for any  trade , business, 
calling or profession;

(c) use any pro tected  nam e in the title o f any p a ten t or on any 
trad e  m ark  or design ; or

(d) m anufactu re, im port, sell, offer for sale, expose for sale, 
possess for the purpose of sale or w ith in ten t to sell or 
publish any article, thing, m atte r or substance bearing  any 
protected  nam e or any article, thing, m atte r or substance 
on w hich or in respect o f which any title, trade m ark  or 
design is used in contravention of p a rag rap h  (c).

(2) N oth ing  in subsection (1) shall apply  or be deem ed to apply  
to the publication  o f any bona fide news item  (w hether in  a new spaper 
or by any  o ther m edium ) or to the publication  in a new spaper or 
o ther publication  duly  registered under the P rin ted  Publications 
A ct, 1968 or in  any new spaper exem pted from registration under 
th a t A ct, o f any article connected w ith  any bom fide news item , and 
not being  an article in  connection w ith or in furtherance of, or as an 
advertisem ent for, any trade, business, calling or profession.

(3) N oth ing  in subsection (1) shall apply  to any lim ited liability 
com pany registered u nder the C om panies P roclam ation, 1959 
w hich has any protected  nam e as p a r t of its registered nam e in so far 
as such lim ited liability  com pany uses its registered nam e in the 
o rd inary  course of trade and business.

(4) Any person who contravenes this section or who fails or 
neglects to com ply w ith the conditions im posed by the President in 
respect o f a perm it issued to him  under this section shall be liable to a 
fine o f R  1,000 and  to im prisonm ent for one year, and for every day
on w hich the offence continues after he has been convicted for an 
offence u nder this section, shall be liable in add ition  to a fine of 
R 100 and  to im prisonm ent for one m onth.

4. (1) N otw ithstanding  anything contained in any w ritten 
law, save under the au thority  of a w ritten  perm it issued by the 
President, no business, co-operative or o ther society, trade union,



club or o ther association of persons shall be registered by or pu rpo rt 
to be registered by, or use for its own purposes, any protected  nam e 
or any nam e or nam es of w hich any protected  nam e forms part.

“ P rovided th a t this Section shall not apply  to the Political Party  
Specified in  the Second Schedule in respect of the nam e by w hich it is 
therein  identified .”

(2) T he President m ay by order published in  the G azette 
exem pt from  this section such businesses, co-operative or o ther 
societies, trad e  unions, clubs or o ther persons or associations as 
m ay be specified in  such order, and to the extent or subject to  such 
conditions as m ay be specified in such order.

(3) Any business, co-operative or o ther society, trade union, 
club, association or person contravening this section, or who fails or 
neglects to com ply w ith the conditions im posed by the P resident in 
respect of a perm it issued to him  u nder this section, and any director, 
p artn e r, m anager or officer of any such com pany, business, society, 
trade union, club or association shall be liable to a fine of R500 and 
to im prisonm ent for six m onths.

5. A ny perm it issued by the P resident for the purposes o f this 
Act m ay be given subject to such conditions as the P resident thinks 
fit, and  the P resident m ay at any time at his discretion revoke any 
perm it issued by him  or vary  the conditions thereof.

6. T he President m ay m ake regulations for the better carrying 
into effect of this A ct and w ithout prejudice to the generality  o f the 
foregoing m ay m ake regulations regulating the m an n er in w hich the 
application  m ay be m ade to him  for his permission u n d er this Act, 
prescribing the form o f any perm it for which such perm ission m ay 
be given and  fixing any fee or any royalty  to be paid  in respect o f such 
application  and  perm it.

7. No prosecution for an offence under this Act shall be institu ted  
w ithou t the prior sanction in w riting  of the A ttorney-G eneral.

8. T he President m ay, by notice published in the G azette, 
am end the Schedule to this Act.
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1. T h e  w o r d  1
2 .  T h e  w o r d  1
3 .  T h e  w o r d
4 .  T h e  w o r d  :

F I R S T  S C H E D U L E  

P R O T E C T E D  N A M E S

C o m m o n w e a l t h ” .
G o v e r n m e n t ” .
N a t i o n a l ” .
P r e s i d e n t ” .

5 .  T h e  w o r d  " S t a t e ” .
6 .  T h e  w o r d s  " U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ” .

S E C O N D  S C H E D U L E  

B o t s w a n a  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t

P a s s e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  t h i s  1 4 t h  d a y  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 7 2

I . P .  G o n t s e ,

C le r k  o f  the N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly .


